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A breezy master bath
blends understated
cottage charm with
high-tech luxury.
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AS THEY PLANNED THEIR NE

ABOVE: Straight legs distinguish the husband’s vanity
from its more feminine counterpart across the room.
White trim merges neatly with the beams, enhancing
the room’s clean lines. ABOVE RIGHT: An eye-catching
chandelier emphasizes the vaulted ceiling’s soaring
height. oppOSITE LEFT: A display niche separates the
shower from the toilet compartment (far right, not
shown). OPPOSITE RIGHT: In the shower, marble and
glass mosaic tile adds a contemporary touch.
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home in Charlotte, Chrys and Ches Riley envisioned a “little bit
of indulgence” in the master bath. Chrys pictured herself slipping
into a footed tub, turning on the sound system, and enjoying a
languid soak after their two preschoolers were off to bed. Ches,
on the other hand, wanted a body-blasting shower and the high-
tech toilet-bidet he’d seen during a Vegas getaway. They both
agreed on the style, though: a calm, uncluttered look in keeping
with the nostalgic charm of the house itself.

The architectural style is “transitional farmhouse,” says
their designer-builder, Mary Ludemann. The interior has a clean
cottage look, she says, “but it’s not overtly modern.”

Like the adjacent bedroom, the bath has antique heart-pine
floors and board-and-batten walls. A vaulted ceiling dramatizes
the vanity area, pairing with a gabled bump-out that frames the
tub. Opposite the windows are a marble-lined shower, the toilet
compartment, and a linen closet that’s cleverly tucked behind a
display niche. The ceiling in the shower is lower than in the rest
of the bath for a practical reason: The tankless water heater fits
overhead, in the attic. “It delivers a lot of steamy-hot water on
demand,” Ludemann says.
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120-123 SWEET INDULGENCE
Designer—Mary Ludemann, New Old,
LLC; 704/975-5196; newold.com. Tub—
Victoria & Albert; vandabaths.com. Bath



