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5 Things to Consider Before
Buying a Tub

Shapping Tof a new balhilub can be a bit everwhalming with all the
aplione svalable. Tradiional of cartemparary? Buill-in of Treestanding?
Alr jele? Aromalherapy? Belore you make a purehasing decision, do a
little ressarch o ensune thal the bathiub you chooes ig the parlect malch
foe your lilestyle snd expectalions.

Materiale Matber

It maliers whal your lub ks mage of. Casl iron ks a radllicnal tub matsrial
with a proven record of durability but & cast iron tub can be very heavy
and may require Noor reinforcermeants. Acnylic Wubs are cast in a mold and
aller rrary shapes and eolor opportunlies. Matals such s copper and
slainless sleel are aco-Tiendly cholces bacause of their recycled conbent.
Composile or solid surfacs lubs are casl in a single phece and enginearsed
1 leak ke melded glone. They have a modem shyle and weigh lese than
cagl iren. Vicloa + Albert crafle Bs line of Ibawry tubs from a renewable
rnalerial thal embodies e chatselststlics of many different malesials,
Their unique ENGLISHCASTE maletial ie made fram finely ground
veleanis limestone mixed with resin. A stene-sich allernative 1o cast iron
and acrylie, their lub has high ineulation properties with a naturally glossy
white finish thal is easy 1o maintain. And Vielora + Albert offers their
freastanding ubs in & wide amay of ehyles ranging Trom conlemparany b
traditional,

Know Your Style

Uinitil rescantly, most bathrooms had a buill-in garden b, oflan with a led
surreund to cenceal plurbing hardware. Thie tired trend ig giving way ke
a rarewed inleresl of the fresstanding Wb baing the focal paint. Although
its rocks may irace back to claw fool designs of the Vicloran era, today's
resstanding balhs have been reimverled with modem Rair, including
cninky weaden feal of degigns that resl squarely an the Noof with o Teet
al gl Opbiens include a traditioral slpper styls b, a double-andad Wb
designed for bao, and geometic-nspired scaker tubs, While he majority
al fubs el cofme I white, manulaciurers are now oflering the option of
painting or elenciling the ouler shell of the lub to creale a cuslom kok.

Fully Loaded

Lok Tor bathlube that promale the healing benelts of hydrolherapy, such
a8 jatled lubs and air balls with sreams of invigeeating bubbles. Stimulate
your ganges with options for aromatherapy and chromolherapy. Don't
roegel ealety features such as hand showers, grab bass and automatic
lemperalura controls.

Space Constraints

Knaw how much space you have to work with. Compact lube are
hecoring make popUtar for these with light quarters who wanl the luxury
of & lub and a separabe showar. [T you have room ko spare and wank 1o
cregle a drarmalic Tocal point, consider ingtalling two tubs in a side-by-side
configuration. Thie emerging trend creates an intimale relrasl for two and
il each bather indulge in thair own pereanalized expedence.

The Fine Print

Knew whal you are getling inlo. Mos! tubs are easy to clean. Solid
surface lube are RoR-pofaus and resislant to staing, mald and mildew,
Cagd Iron ks Impendous to dings and dents. Copper lubs nesd regular
mainlanance to keap heir brighl, shing appearance, although many
appeeciale the lovely, natural palina that copper develaps aver time if left
urilreated, Compare warranlies when comparing lubs and look far
Iang-lerm eammilnents. An investment in a qualily bathiub will |sst you Tor
YEArE b COMme.
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Today pecple arsnt afrald to mix and mateh. Theyne

decorating with & mibe of styles, materlalz and parode. The
result delightiful, eclectic Interdors that reflect a vary epecific

senge of place. According to Vicents 'Walf, acelaimead
daszlgner and authar of Lifting the Curtaln on Deslgn armong
oiher worke, “The eclectlc style epesks to people wanting io
b more individusl by not following any one daskgn trend 100
percent”

*Modam eclecticlzm |z an ermdronment that hae both
reference 1o the past and to & global Meshyle and rmight
combine cbjects from Afrdca with 1820%2 and 18th—century

pleces.” eaye Wolf. “They're pointe of view coming from all
diractions, but In the final analysls, spaalkdng with one volce”

Window trestrents beat complameant eclecticlem in
a gubtle and simple way. “Its all about the capabliity of
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allowing the cutdoors In, of lght and openness and & mors
functhional way of dealing with it," advizes Wolf, who looked
to Humter Douglas when decorating the windows of & recent
ehow house.

Hunter Douglas Sllhouette window shadings, with the
Slgnature 5-Vane, are [deal for todey'e edectc Interdons
and hawe long been & fevorite of hard-to—pleass Interdor

deslgners. They provide a low—key, vet elegant background
and b=autifully moedulate Incoming lght. They alao offer

guparior UV protection and compleds privecy when closed.

Wiolf sums up his approach to window treatments by ssving,
“I lllees tx gt dovwn to basles.” SHhoustts window shadings
are an ldesl way to get down to basles and kesp In fune with
teday's eclectlc décor trend In your home -



