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Hnménwner: chose individval colors for their separate master bath suvites,

while the designer overcame some Interesting challenges

hmmﬂmmmmc&,@mm—
with its own vanity; milet and shower areas. Becanse this is their second home
and is part of a rental program, they also wanted to ensure the bathroom could
withstand thewearand tear of frequent vacationers, Their final requirement was
tofill the space with beautiful shades of bhue to replicate the area’s coastal feel.
“We do so many classic white and gray bathrooms, but this was our op-
portunity to do something totally different,” said Jessica Rogers, a designer
with Simmer and Soak in 5t. Simon’s Island, Ga. “They made it clear from

LEFT The husband’s sullewas
large enough for a shower and
& tuby, which was Incorporated
for grandchildren and renars.

BELCW LEFT “The blus vanity e
great and eo unexpected — s
dafinitaly one of our favorks
alements,” aaid the deelgner.
“Thi bathnoam |z mot for
somesna who ks scared of
eolor but ks adream come tue
for sormenswho loves thees
calming shades of biue.”
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the beginning that they liked lots of color, and they wanted to incorporate
that love of color into their bathroom.”

Before everyone could see the finished project, the design team had to
overcome several obstacles.

CHALLENGE 1: BROKEN MIRROR EQUALS BAD LUCK

The wife wanted a one-piece sheet mirror with a custom frame over

and its cumbersome size — 93-in, by é0-in. —made it hard 1o getinto the
space and navigate around the sharp corners.
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“We got it into the room, but when the elec-
trician installed the light sconce that was wired
through it, he tightened it a little too much and

She ended up having to demalish what was there and buy a new mirror
to be reinstalled — much more carefully the second time, and it was flawless.
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CHALLENGE 2: TUB DECK, MEET SHOWER BEENCH

The design team wanted the material for the tub deck and shower bench in
the hushand'’s suite to feel like one continuous design element, but aceording
to the designer, they hadn't planned for adding slope to the section of slab
that functions as the bench. Trial and eror on the job site added a day to the
schedule, but the end result was an impeccable installation.

“Lauckily forus, we have a true artisan for a countertop fabricaror,"she said.
“He made the top in two pieces; the tub deck side is flat, and the shower bench
side is slightly sloped for drainage. He connected the two together flawlessly,
and we installed the shower glass over the seam to further conceal it.”

CHALLEMGE 3: TILE TROUBLES

The design team specified a large-format, crystallized glass tile for the shower
flooring in his and her snites but didn't realize it would be diffieult to perform
such an intricate installation.

“Thefragile glass tile had several spider cracks, as well as a backes,"said Rog-
ers.“Through more trial and error, the installer decided to remove the mesh
backing —a painstaking process —which eliminated the cracks.”

The tile on both of the shower walls was also a challenge to install — his
being only 1/8-in. thick and hers featuring an intricate five-piece pattern.

“The tile on her shower walls is an arabesque and key design in five separate
pieces,"said the designer. “Trwas uneven,and ourinstaller had to do a lnt of detail
worle to wrap it around the center and corner areas and boole-match the ends.”

CHALLENGE 4: AHATEFUL HURRICANE

At about the halfway point on this project, Hurricane Matthew wreaked

havo: on the coastal town for a few days. There were leaks in several areas

and some water damage in the master bath, which involved additional wa-
“We lost about two weeks on the project,"explained Rogers, “but-we were

forthcoming with the homecwners about the extent of the damage, and they

understood certain things needed to be dealtwith.”

CHALLENGE 5: AGING IN PLACE - OR NOT
Although the wife wanted to incorporate some universal design elements
ready for those additions in his.

“What we decided to do was add additional structural for grab
bars in his shower,” said the . “We also ordered the grab bars and
created detailed drawings of where those can be installed in the fianure, As
homeowners are aging, this is an added valie we can offer”

Baoth showers feature built-in benches for seating, the doorways are
than the standard width, and the design team eliminated a knee wall that
served no purpose for better access to the closet and her suite.

THEIR COLOR STORIES

The clients wanted slightly different bhue hues for their individual suires. A
and a complementary hand-molded subway tile in the toilet area feamres a
look of Thassos marble, and the overall walls on his side are light blue.

"The walls and vanity in her suite are painted in different shades of blue,
and the same glass tile in the herringhone pattern continues from his side.
The wall tile in her shower is a custom bhue tile with a white key.
Her toilet area features a white, hand-molded subway tile with a contrasting
blue cap thar is similar in style.

“There was a certain amount of innovation involved in creating such a
colorful design,” explained Rogers. “Choosing the colors was a long process
with the clients, who are very particular, and we wanted to incorporate their
style in this bathroom with a lot of variation. We really enjoyed the process
— it was so refreshing to think outside of the usual white and marble classic
master bathroom design.” L ]
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Family Friendlygs

Kitchen renovation provides ample function
and an open layout for a party of four

ALEAKINANUPSTAIRS BATHROOM was the impetus of this earty 90s kitchen
renovation when all the floors on the main level needed to be replaced. The
clients’ main goals with their new kitchen were to improve its functionality
and flow, incorporate a larger island and connect it to the adjacent breakfast
seating area and living room, They alsowanted an open, airy space with some
thoughttil design elements that cater to their two active children.

UPDATING THE ISLAND & LAYOUT
The first rule of business for Allison Jaffe of Austin, Texas-based Allison Jaffe
Interior Design was to remove the restrictive peninsula and male room for
a larger, bemter-functioning island. She ineorporated an induetion cookrop
into the side of the island’s quartz countertop instead of in the middle so the
homeowners' children could have access to the largest amount of counter
space. The island also features another aspect that keeps the kids in mind.
“Adding rustic, engineered wood plank o the backside of the unirwas a
well-thought-our decision,” said Jaffe, who used SkeechUp to renovate this
kitchen. “This was selected not only as a decorative feature but also to serve
asa protective barrier to withstand the everyday use of two small children.”
The existing passageway between the kirchen and the formal living room
was quite narrow in the former layout, so the designer opened this up an ad-
ditional five feet by moving the double ovens away from that area to the wall
adjacent to the two-column refrigerator
were relegated next to each other to condense the amount of travel time

around the kitchen and to create the perfectwork triangle,"explained Jaffe,
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CREATIVE STORAGE, LIGHTING & TILE SOLUTIONS

‘Whatwas formerly an outdated, dysfunctional walle-in pantry was converted m;‘:x'nm

into a multifunctional, buili-in storage unit and a beverage station for guests  yavertine e backepiash.

and the kids. The designer retrofitted a hidden broom closet into the side of

the storage unit to accommaodate cleaning items. :ﬁ?mmﬂ
The white Shaker upper cabinets take advantage of the 11-ft. ceiling,and  ofthe sinkbecause ot the

decorative glass doors were added to some units to display the wite’s crystal — beem, thatarawas pomverned -

collection. Jaffe explained that the lower cabinets were converted into drawer ™2 depiey pace. e

space for berrer ergonomics when accessing everyday irems. ‘l

To improve the lighting plan, she redistributed
the ceiling cans for better placement and replaced
the former bulhswith LEDs. She also chosea pol-
ished nickel pendant over the island that provides
ample light for various family activities,

After seeing various images from Jaffe's other
projects, the clients were drawn to the look of
sitverthorn limestone, but they kept it simple
s0 as not to overpower the kitchens neutral
color palette. She decided to take the tile all
the way up the window wall in what she calls
an unconscious way of taking advantage of the
ceiling height.

Although there were limited challenges to
overcome in this kitchen renovation, the de-
signer said she was pleased with what she calls
one “happy accident.”

“The cabinetmakers measured for the cabinets
before the beamwas installed, sowe could notadd
the twoupper units to the right of the sink because
the beam was in the way,"explained Jaffe. “Rather
than retrofit them, we decided to nix those upper
glass cabinets and create a display space.” ]
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1. Inspired by the hard and beautiful cuter shell of the tortolse, the
Tortolse Washbasin from MAISON VALENTINA featunes black, gray i
and golden tonas. This colorful pattam contrasts with a goldan tap and
black legs.

2. ICERA has urvellad Musa II, an enhanced version of its Muse Toilet,
with a new sleak look featuring clean ines and a sophisticated vibe.
Crafted of vitreous china, this cne-pleca toilet has the same footprint of a
traditional round tolat with the comfiort and shyle of an elongated seat.

3. GRAFFs innowative Sospiro Faucet Line offers a contamporary twist
on traditional style with the classic silhoustte of a bridge faucet pained
with sleak, curvilinear lines. Soepiro ks availabla in polished chrome,
brushead nickel, polishad nickel and olive bronza.

4. SIEMATIC's frame design concept for the new Pure Lifestyle Collec-

fion grants tha minimalist kitchen design complately new contours and
character. Featuras of the handle-less kitchen design include a textunad

lacquer finizh and omyx nak and java oak wood-grain laminate options.
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