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Glass Act

Glass brings a sparkling new
elegance—and an edgy design—
to kitchen countertops,
backsplashes, bars, and more.
By Terri Ogan

OPTIONS IN design are infinite, espe-
cially when it comes to home décor,
but some trends seem as if they're here
to stay. Until now, that is. In a culture
where granite countertops typically
rule the kitchen, glass is now making

a statement—and a loud cne at that.
Glass can be elegantly utilized as kitch-
en countertops, bar tops, and stairwell
designs, to name just a few.

“(3lass is a noble, pure material that
has been out there for a long time,”
says Bertrand Charest, president/
certified engineer of ThinkGlass
(thinkglass.com) in Quebkec. “Pecople
like glass; the fresh and clean feeling
of it. It is one of the toughest materi-
als aut there. Plus, it’s unique and new,
especially in ocean settings.”

Theough some clients might have
reservations about the fragility of
glass—some have worried about it
cracking when ohjects are placed on
it—Charest says it’s the same thing as
placing things on transluscent gran-
ite countertops because sand (the
main component of glass) is essen-
tially made from rock. It is the same
specification and same idea, except the

beauty of the light in the glass makes it
different and unique, Charest says.
ThinkGlass specializes in unique
and innovative glass designs, From
litchen countertops to backsplashes
to raised bars, artist Michael Maihot
revels in the beauty and utilization of
the organic material, Most of Maihot's
textures are the translation of nature,

THE GET HUDSON CHAIR BY EMECO

Add a hint of elegance and design with a countertop stool by the deft furni-
ture ereators at Emeca. Originally designed by Phillipe Starek, the Hudson
chair is an eco-friendly product made of aluminum and meant to dazzle
your home. Take your pick between a brushed or polished finished for this
g7-inch-high stoal that will perfectly camplement your aceanfrant kitehen,
The beautifully handmade stool is not anly included in the design collec-
tion at the Museum of Modern Art, but it was also selected by the Chicago

- Athenacum as one of the top 100 designs for zooo, winning the prestigious
“Good Design Award." Palished, $1,905; brushed, §g60. emeco.net.
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from the wave of the ccean to the bark
on trees, Charest says.

The company’s most popular style
is the glass kitchen countertop, The
1.5-inch glass is cut and designed to
rest on top of a laminate material,
wihich Charest says is perfectly fune-
tional because it hides fingerprints and
scratches and creates a smooth and
urbane finish. ThinkGlass offers the
option to install LED lights underneath
the glass to add peaceful yet striking
beauty. The pioneer material comple-
ments the water and brings the oceanic
feeling directly into shoreline homes.

“ In vour kitchen at night, you can
turn on nice white LED lights so your
countertops are shining, but it's still
subtle and calm,” Charest says. “Your
kitchen is transformed into a lounge.
You can't do that with any other mate-
rial on the planet at the moment”
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