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Great design is about creating spaces that
work for the way you and your family live —
and that’s true whether your “family” walks
on two legs or four.

Indeed, a recent study by the National
Kitchen & Bath Association showed that
more than half of its member designers had
been asked to design spaces specifically to
accommodate pet needs in the past year.

The most common requests were for
pet feeding areas; pet baths or showers;
cozy bed/den areas; and storage for food,
leashes, toys and grooming products. But,
unlike the crates, portable dog beds or food
bowls of old, these requests are being met
in increasingly elegant and innovative ways.
From furniture-style gates that retract seam-
lessly into the cabinetry to islands with
built-in beds and wall niches that hide canine
water fountains, the possibilities are endless.
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Our House/Dog House

This kitchen pull-out from Rev-A-Shelf
can be configured to provide storage for
leashes, grooming tools and more, keep-
ing them organized and out of sight
when not in use. Design: Rev-A-Shelf, LLC
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“It’s not just a crate in the corner
anymore; people want to designate
a more permanent place in their
home for their dogs, a place that
incorporates them more fully into
the home, just as they are incor-
porated into our everyday lives as
family members.”

—Betsy Bassett
Betsy Bassett Interiors

1. For tight spaces, consider tucking a
dog bed under a table to give the dog a
private spot out of the main traffic flow.
Designer: Ken Perrin, Artistic Renovations of Ohio, LLC

2. This dog-friendly space used a nook in
the mudroom area to give the dogs their
own space while also allowing the owners
to shut the door and use the mudroom
as a luxury kennel when they go out.

Designer: Matt Balmer, Lands End Development, LLC
Photo: Rick Hammer provided courtesy of Lands
End Development

3. Even when space is at a premium,
with a little design creativity, a private
hideaway can be devised. Here, the dog’s
nesting area is built right into the stairs.
Designer: Jeffrey Pelletier, Board & Vellum

4. A built-in dog bed keeps the dog
tucked away in luxury comfort, while
the cabinetry above provides space to
store leashes, food, toys, and other gear.

Designer: Svetlana Tryaskina, Estee Design
Photo: Brandon Barre Photography

5. A comfy sleeping nook for the family
dog was a high priority for the owners of
this NKBA award-winning kitchen.

Designer: Kaye Hathaway, CKD, NCIDQ, ASID, DEA
Design Group Photo: Jozef Jurcisin



Design professionals also cite a growing
trend toward creating dog-specific spaces—
perhaps a mudroom or section of the laundry
room—to contain the plethora of accessories
common to the well-loved pooch.

The personalization trend is also hot,
with dogs’ individual needs and preferences
helping to shape design solutions. For
instance, older dogs suffering from arthritis
may benefit from pet whirlpools, while an
outdoor shower for the mud-loving Lab will
likely improve dog-human relations. And,
wider walkways will simplify navigating the

home if the dog likes to stay close to the pack.

While a host of stylish pet accoutrements
are now available, ultimately, great design
is as much about solving problems as it is
about style. o
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For older or arthritic pets, the Jentle Pet
Spa from MT1I Baths offers the choice
of a soothing soaker tub or whirlpool
system with five full-size massage jets to
provide hydrotherapy benefits.

Courtesy of MTI Baths

62 Bark | Fall 2016

“It's so easy to design in a single
or multiuse dog wash—and the
dogs will much prefer this to being
blasted with ice-cold hose water
outside. This is more like a doggie
spa, with warm water and shampoo,
maybe a little cream rinse, followed
by fluffy towels and finally, a brush
down. Could it get any better?”

—Doug Walter
Doug Walter Architects

1. Even when space is limited, an efficient-
ly designed utility area can incorporate
appliances, a cozy sleeping nook beneath
the laundry folding table, plus a dog
shower and storage cabinets.

Designer: Ken Perrin, Artistic Renovations of Ohio, LLC

2. Dogs accumulate stuff just like people
do. In this design, Nick Sannes of the

S. 7. Janis Company, Inc. notes, “We were
able to help our client move this clutter
into the dog’s own space with a mudroom
addition that features a dog-washing
station as well as integrated food and
water bowls”

Designer: S.J. Janis Company, Inc.

3. An outdoor shower located conve-
niently near the mudroom entrance is
perfect for cleaning up muddy paws
(and muddy dogs).

Designer: Phil Kean Design Group Photo: Jeff Davis/
courtesy Timberlake Cabinetry

4. Responding to the growing interest
in pet amenities, manufacturers are
creating pet concept spaces, like this
Wood-Mode bathing area.

Photo: Courtesy of Wood-Mode



