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Cabinets in every flavor.

We believe variety is the spice
of the kitchen. That's why at IKEA,
our kitchen experts have designed
our AKURUM cabinetry in a range
of attractive styles, from traditional
to modern. They're designed smart
and built solid. So go ahead, put
them to the test. This kitchen is
sure to come out on top.

IKEA-USA.com

Requires assembly and inst tion.
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J INSIDER’S GUIDE

RIGHT: This walnut
wood counter from
. Aaron resists
scratches, heat,
water and stains.
$95 per square foot
for 1.75 inch thick.
404-298-4200;
jaaroncaststone.com

tile counters are reasonably priced and
skilled installers are easy to find.

WOOD AND BAMBOO

Wood countertops have a homey feel
and take wear and tear gracefully. The
best species for countertops are close-
grained species like maple. Open-
grained woods, such as oak, are not as
well suited because they collect food
and grime more readily.

A butcher block is a popular style of
wood countertop, but wider planks can
also be glued together to form counters
of any width. Wood takes moderate
heat well, and signs of wear, like knife
marks, can be sanded out. Wood's big-
gest downfall is susceptibility to water
stains and decay, so it should be well
sealed, particularly around sinks.

Though not technically a wood,
bamboo shares many of the same attri-
butes. Because it is made of a renew-
able fiber, it is a good option for the
eco-conscious consumer. The market
for bamboo countertops is expanding,
with companies like Teragren offering
increased design options.
STAINLESS STEEL

Most commercial kitchens have stain-

less steel counters, and there’s a reason
for that: It’s highly resistant to the

punishment cooks throw at it. Stainless
steel doesn't absorb food, making it
easier to keep sanitary, and with use it
develops a maze of very fine scratches
thatgiveita pleasant luster. Plus, coun-
tertops can be made with integral sinks
and backsplashes, so they're easier to
keep clean.

The downside of stainless steel is
that it’s fabricated by specialized shops,
s0 it’s more expensive. Despite its prac-
ticality, some feel it has a cold look.
RECYCLED MATERIALS
A number of manufacturers offer
surfaces made with recycled mate-
rial, including glass, paper and
even aluminum. Many of them are
created by mixing resin with post-
consumer or postindustrial scrap.
The finished product is typically
durable and stain-resistant, and
damaged areas can be buffed out.

Recycled counters can be eye-
catching. Metal and recycled glass
counters, such as Alkemi, IceStone
and EnviroGLAS, boast vibrant
colors. Paperstone and Richlite, two
recycled paper counters, appear more
muted, but are extremely tough.
These relatively new products are
attractive options for homes built
to green standards. &
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——) SIMPLE SOLUTIONS

Creating Character

Designing a unique kitchen or bath doesn't have to be costly. Try
these clever ideas for a wallet-wise, one-of-a-kind look.

WRITTEN BY GINEVRA PYLANT e —————

BATHROOM

1 pocToRr’s ORDERS Add a healthy
dose of pattern and color to the inside
of your medicine cabinet. Remove
the shelves, then use spray adhesive
to line the back of the cabinet with
craft paper or wallpaper scraps.

2 TAILOR-MADE Spruce up a set of plain
store-bought towels with custom
trim. Select thick grosgrain ribbon
that suits your style, then stitch it
along the edges of your linens.

3 BAR NONE Hang a peg rack or an
assortment of coat hooks instead of a
traditional towel bar. Or fashion simple,
rustic hooks from sturdy branches
with good angles. Use a fine-toothed
saw to make clean cuts, sand the edges
and drill two holes for mounting.

4 WASTE NOT Repurpose everyday items
into one-of-a-kind accessories: A
galvanized metal bucket or ceramic
planter is an unusual trash can, and
screw-top jelly jars are cool catchalls for
cottonballs, cotton swabs and bath salts.

S ART INSTALLATION Adhesive decals
transform a blank wall into a striking
mural. An alternative to wallpaper
and stencils, they add graphic punch
and are easily removable.

6 ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY Treat the

bathroom like any other room in the GRAND ENTRANCE Trade in your standard

house by introducing natural elements door for a vintage model. Scavenge

SRCHEE FEE b ol tresh s i) salvage stores for one with interesting

7 MODEST BEGINNINGS Off-the-shelf ; .
it e e e e architectural details, then slap on a

makeover with high-gloss paint. Go the fresh coat of paint or leave it as is for a

whole hog or use painter’s tape to distressed, weathered appearance.
outline a thin faux trim in a peppy hue.
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Resources

BUYING GUIDE

SIMPLE SOLUTIONS
Pages 28-29

Page 30: Designer, Linda Jennings, Jennings
& Company. Contractor, Ampersand
Renovation and Construction. Farmhouse
door, The Cat's Meow Antique Store. Tub,
Sunrise Specialty.

Page 31: Wallpaper, Devonwood Damask
in Green from Damask Resource Vol I, and
window treatment fabric, Sherman Stripe

in Yellow from Stripe Resource Vol lil; both
Thibaut.

MODERN WARMED
Pages 30-31

Kitchen design, Thermador. Flooring,
Cascade Evening Mist #EVM104, Columbia
Flooring. Countertops, Tiffany Grey Classic
CL105, Hanstone Solid Surface. Backsplash,
Sahara Grigio Mosaic, American Marazzi
Ceramic Tile.

ROOM RECIPE
Pages 32-37

Pages 32-33: Architect, Lois MacKenzie,
and interior architect, Pamela Hill, Otto
Baat Group LLC. Wallpaper, Galaxia 1968-
1, Tres Tintas, through Walnut Wallpaper.
Dishes and glassware, |kea. Utensil holder,
Anthropologie. White candlestick, \West

Elm. Stove, Jenn-Air. Refrigerator, Liebherr.
Dishwasher, Asko. Kitchen stools, Ghost
Stool by Philippe Starck, through Design
Within Reach. Bare bulb pendants, Lewis,
and wall sconces, Benedict, School House
Electric Company. Chandelier, The Rebuilding
Center. Lightbulbs, Sunlan Lighting.

Pages 34-35: Architect, James Meyer,
LeanArch, Inc. Wood floor installation,
Tarek Chamma. Wood floors, Universal
Hardwood. Stove, hood, oven and
microwave, Gaggenau. Cabinets, Max's
Custom Cabinets. Kitchen sink, Blanco.
Ceilings, Eco Timber. Paint, Dunn-Edwards.
Lights, Delta Light.

Pages 36-37: Designer, Frank Hodge,

FD. Hodge Interiors & Antiques. Appliances,
Best Buy. Countertops, Irish Natural Stone,

Inc. Stone fabrication, Gerrity Stone. Sink
and faucet, Standard of New England.
Plaster wall treatment, Judy Dibble,
Brookwood Designs. Curtain fabrication,
Marco Carmo. Cookware, Le Creuset. Floral
design, Peggy Lamb, Botanica. Furnishings,
antiques and fabrics, through FD. Hodge
Interiors & Antiques.

BEFORE & AFTER
Pages 38-39

Page 38: Senior project designer,
Rochelle Silberman; project manager,
Dan Hano; project lead, Vicente

Contreras; design coordinator, Charlotte
Moco; project designer, Chrisy Jobe; all
McCutcheon Construction. Backsplash

tile, Gigi's Groovy Glass Stix, Tile & Stone
Concepts. Cabinet manufacturer, Kitchens
Van Go. Sink, Franke. Faucet, Aqua Brass.
Hood, Kobe. Rangetop, Wolf. Ovens, Miele.
Refrigerator, GE Monogram.

Page 39: Architect, Mike O'Keefe, and
designer, Lisa Grisham, Home ReBuilders.
Wall paint, Split Pea, Benjamin Moore.
White cabinetry, Gardenia, Greenfield
Cabinetry. Island work table, John Parket,
Trimark South. Island stools, Design

Within Reach. Canisters (on counter), lkea.
Pendants over sinks, \Van Buren, Wilmette
Lighting; pendants over banquette/table,
Zebra Glass, Besa Lighting; ceiling lights,
Trumbull, Hudson Valley Lighting; all through
Lighting Loft.

COUNTRY SOPHISTICATE
Pages 46-51

Designer, Jean Stoffer, Jean Stoffer Design,
Inc. Cabinetry, lean Stoffer Design.
Cabinetry hardware, Top Knobs. Dish
dresser, Rocky Mountain Hardware.

Backsplash, Materials Marketing.
Cooktop, CornuFé. Hood, Vent-a-Hood.
Refrigerator, Sub-Zero. Dishwasher,
Bosch. Microwave, KitchenAid. Sinks
and faucet (main), Whitehaus Collection.
Faucet (in island), Waterworks.
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DUPLEX DO-OVER
Pages 52-59

Architect, Kyle Webb, K.H. Webb &
Associates. Designer, Mikal Otten, Exquisite

Kitchen Design. Cabinetry and hardware,
ALNO. Backsplash, Capco. Dishwasher
and coffeemaker, Miele. Refrigerator,
Sub-Zero. Microwave, Sharp. Range and
hood, Wolf. Wine cooler, Liebherr.

SUSTAINABLE CHIC
Pages 60-63

Architect/designer, Ulla Lange.
Cabinets, Imanima. Counters, Durat,

at OLO Inside. Backsplash tile (behind
range), Eco-Gres Asia, at Coverings Etc.
Backsplash tile (behind sink), Fabrique,
Dal-Tile. Cabinet doors, 3Form. Cabinet
hardware, Hafele. Floor finish, Osmo

wood wax finish, Ecohaus. Lighting,
Splashlight. Dining room light fixture,
Secto Design, at OLO Inside.

FAMILY FRIENDLY
Pages 64-69

Designers, Rob & Julie Sears, Sears
Architects. Cabinetry, Brentwood, Crystal
Cabinets. Island top, Iroko, Spekva,

Sink (main), Elkay. Sink (island), Franke,
Faucets, Delta. Cooktop, drop-in range,
oven and microwave, GE Monogram.
Hood insert, Broan. Dishwasher, Asko.
Refrigerator, GE Profile. Breakfast table,
Milling Road, Baker Furniture. Chairs and
island stools, Pottery Barn, Windows and
doors, Eagle. Window treatment, Thibaut.

PAST PERFECT
Pages 70-77

Designer, Kevin Ritter, Timeless Kitchen
Design. Lighting, Rise/Fall, Vagabond
Vintage, through Timeless Kitchen Design.
Yellow and green paint, Real Milk Paint
Co. Tan paint, Old Fashicned Milk Paint
Co. Furniture, Bryce M. Ritter & Son. Rugs,
Dash & Albert; and painting, Sunflower

by Amy Walker, both through UpHome.
Countertops and sink, Bucks County
Soapstone. Backsplash, Christopher Lee




